Check List for Copyrighting a
Literary Work

I.  Is the author entitled to copyright protection?

(a)  Is he an American citizen? or

(b)  Is lie a resident of this country? Do you have his address? or

(c)  Is he a citizen of a country with which the United States has
reciprocal copyright relations?

(d)  Has he preserved common-law copyright in his work by never
having sold, assigned, or licensed it to anyone else in the United
States; by never having publicly sold or distributed copies of the
manuscript in the United States; and by never having dedicated it
to the public?

If (a) (b) and (c) or (d) is answered in the negative, his work
cannot be copyrighted in the United States.

II.  Is the material subject to copyright?

(a)  Is it an 'original' writing? or

(b)  Is it a new version of material already published?

(1)  Does it have new copyright material such as additional chap-
ters, notes, commentary, introduction, index?

(2)  Is it an adaptation, abridgment, translation, compilation, col-
lection, anthology, dramatization?

(3)  If the material on which it is based is not in the public do-
main, does the author have permission of the copyright owner (s)
to use the material?

(4)  Does he have permission from the present copyright propri-
etor for all quotations from copyrighted material?

(5)  Is the work free of infringing, plagiarizing, blasphemous, ob-
scene, seditious, and libelous material?

(c)  Has it ever been published, publicly distributed, sold or placed
on sale in the United States before? If it has,

(1) Did it carry a United States copyright notice? (If so, it can-
not be copyrighted again unless it has substantial new material
added or is a new version.)
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